n9pn 1 TLV Asylum City

.'n_'z.-r'_-__l' '|- L ;

™y 0971N1 2nJ)  All photos & texts
0'11"J9 W1 NN11J by a group of

ITUN  youth refugees
from Sudan

ACTIVEVISION




ActiveVision, a legally registered non-
governmental association in Israel, was
established in 2006 by a group of creators
who believe in the power of the visual image
to create political awareness and social
change. ActiveVision seeks to promote
a unique dimension of visual media,
presenting the vision of those traditional
perceived as passive within the documentary
world. Through activities and workshops,
ActiveVision facilitates the use of visual arts
as a medium for participants to tell their
stories in order to initiate positive change
in their lives, and to create solidarity within
their communities as well as with the broader
society. All projects are conducted within the
communities themselves, which thus create
personal and group documentation and a
strong sense of participant and community
ownership.

Toward the end of 2006, thousands of
refugees from Africa began to arrive in
Israel. Exiles from their own countries, they
are escaping genocide, civil war and military
regimes. They sought refuge in Egypt, but
suffered from persecution, harassment, and
extradition by the oppressive governments
from which they fled. Following an arduous
and illegal journey, they crossed the border
into Israel, where they hoped to find shelter "
and an end to their flight. Tragically, their

hardships were not yet over. n Israel today there are approximately 10,000 refugees and
asylum seekers from Sudan, Eritrea, the Ivory Coast, Congo and Ethiopia.

Over the last half a year, Activision conducted a photography course for a group of South-
Sudanese and Darfur refugee youth.

The course was funded by private donations and the organizing team volunteered. During
the course the participants learned to use the camera, developed technical knowledge and
skills, and learned how to use photographic language as a form of self expression and tool
for social change.

The course consisted of theoretical classes, group exercises and different photographic
assignments.

As part of the course, the participants experimented with different forms of journalist work,
and collected photographs and stories connected to the refugee community and asylum
seekers in Tel Aviv. The outcome is collected
in this paper.

We hope you enjoy it!

For more details and donations,

contact us at:

activevision@gmail.com

Web site:

www.activestills.org\activevision

ActiveVision Group
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The Families of Shapira
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Galuk (56), Teresa (43),
Roman (10), Allu (11),
Nianu (9), Poji (7) and
Kanuk (5).

Teresa: “We came from Southern Sudan.
On 16th of October 2004 we arrived in
Egypt. We left Sudan because the police had
arrested my husband. He joined a group that
was helping people who had fled from the
war. The police stole all of his money and
he was in danger. We traveled by boat from
the Sudan to Egypt. My husband found work
and he was paid what is equivalent to about
300NIS per month. We stayed in Egypt for
four years. As Sudanese, our lives where in
danger and we decided to come to Israel.
When we arrived here we thought that it
would be good and that there would be food
for our children.

When we crossed the border into Israel we
were taken by the police to prison. We spent
six months in prison. We were freed from
prison a short while ago and | do not know
how life is here outside prison. The children
can go to school. | want them to learn. My
husband can go to work. | am happy that
| have a home and | thank God and all the
people who helped us.”
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Adam (33), Hava (21)
Hagar (3) Vradar (1)

Adam: | left Sudan in 2003. The problems
in Darfur started when | was very young. |
left Darfur in 1991 and moved to Khartoum.
| worked in agriculture and opened a small
shop. The business expanded and | then
opened two more shops. | spoke neither
English nor Arabic.

| returned to Darfur in 2001 because | was
worried about my family. By the time | got
back to Darfur the police had already Kkilled
many people from my village. | met my
parents who told me to marry my cousin
Hava. Shortly after the wedding the Janjwid
came into the village and murdered both
my parents and Hava’s parents. We decided
with the help of an uncle to run away to
Egypt. The life in Egypt was harder than life
in an Israeli prison. We couldn’t leave the
house. On 16th November 2007 we arrived
in Israel after trekking through the desert
for 4 days. | carried my eldest daughter all
the way’ and a friend who was walking with
us carried the baby. We arrived as a group
of 11 people at the border. The soldiers
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asked us where we were from, and we told
them that we came from Darfur. They gave
us food and drink and took us to the prison.
We stayed in the prison for two months and
two days, until we were released with the
help of the people from the “Hotline”.

| feel good in Israel; no one is chasing after
me and that makes my happy. | am happy
even though | have nothing at all. Yesterday
| started working. | believe that things will
work out.
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Cheb, Sharon,
Avshalom and Jonas

Living in the Shapira neighborhood.
Avshalom , nine, is in the third grade, and
Jonas who is eight is in the second grade.
Sharon: | grew up on a Moshav and studied
art in Jerusalem. Later | studied in Sweden
where | met Cheb. That was ten years ago.
My parents are still living on the Moshav.
Cheb: “I grew up ina small town in Germany.
| have one sister there. At eighteen, | moved
to Berlin because | wanted to live in the big
city. | studied theatre and in 1996 moved
to Italy, where | studied art and video. |
met Sharon in Sweden. We came to Israel
together and | went to an ulpan to learn
Hebrew. | found it difficult to learn the
language and at first | hardly spoke at all. |
learned the language from my children. Now
| speak Hebrew.”

Cheb and Sharon make films about art. At
present they are making a film about the
Shapira neighborhood and its inhabitants,
who come from all parts of the world. They
have lots of pictures and books in their
home.
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Osman, Nadia and their children, Sahad (5.5) and

Osmat (2.5).

Osman: “ | came from Darfur. | was born in
Niallo and from there moved to Khartoum. |
was a farmer, like my father. | left Darfur in
2004 at the height of the war. The government
and the Janjwid gave us problems. They
burned down our house and everyone fled.
My family was the first to leave the village.
They took all our possessions from me and
my father, and since then | have no idea
what happened to him. He just disappeared.
| got to the hospital, but the nurse said that
| if | stayed there, they would come and kill
me. She gave me clothes and told me to

go downstairs, to say | was going to drink
coffee, and then | should run away.

| telephoned to my uncle and told him
everything that had happened to me. He
helped me to bring my wife and child, and
to leave for Egypt. | arrived in Egypt on
10th September 2004. We decided to come
to Israel because in Egypt we were not
safe. We arrived at the border on 10th July
2005. We were taken to a kibbutz. After two
months we were sent to prison. We were
in prison for four months. On 10th January
we were released. Now | feel safe and my
children feel safe.”



Mohamed, Alviya and
their children, Arara
(4), and Amira (2)

Mohamed comes from a family of farmers
in northern Darfur. In January 2004 the
Janjwid and the government burned down
his village and shot at the family. Mohamed
and his family fled to the hills. ~ When
they returned, they found that most of the
village had been destroyed and many of
the inhabitants had died of their wounds.
Mohamed could not find his mother or his
sister. His wife’s family home was empty and
had been burned. They heard shooting, and
again, fled to the hills.  From there, they
decided to go in the direction of Khartoum,
but Alviya became sick during the journey.
In Khartoum, Mohamed and Alviya met
other people from their village, who helped
Mohamed to get his wife to the hospital
and to find work for himself.  Alviya had
a very hard time. Every time that she saw
someone in green clothes, she would start
to cry, for fear of the government.

One day, when he returned from work,
Mohamed found that his wife and children
had disappeared. He searched for them
throughout the city but did not find them.
After three days, while out walking in the
street, he saw a group of people crowded
together. When he got closer, he saw that
it was his wife who was lying on the ground
with people gathered all around her. The
child was not crying. He took Alviya home.
When she woke up, Alviya told Mohamed
what had happened. People had come to
the house with a car and taken her. There
were many people. Then they stopped the
car, raped her and threw her out into the
street. Alviya returned to the village and
then found that she was pregnant, following
the rape. In September 2005 the family
moved to Egypt. They made contact with
the offices of the UN and recounted what
they had been through. The government
took them to Gaza where they stayed for 90

days. After that, someone from the UN
arrived and gave them documents. On 7th
April 2007 the family arrived in Israel. They
were at first held at the Ketziot prison for
three months and then moved to another
prison near to Sderot.

When the war is over they would like to
go home.

oI vy LInmn
(2) M1MN1 (4) MY

N17V MUK IR (X7 1TPNAY .0 TTANT O'WIN
N1 .N31 N7 17770 .012'201 0'WINT 19N Y
M0 MR N33

mNan oy 0'WIN 1RV 17 71190 a11ynawl
NN 1INYY "INN .02 10 07 .00 O0IN Mgt
113V . 1IM77 AN 1971 MR 1IN 1130
ORI 117 10331 928 ,1937 77

1IN' 071 .0INIT AN9wnn 1711V 2005 11N1901
09 13V A 11901 071INA " Twn 0V 1§
01790 1INWI Tl OWT,iMTYT OMIN AN 79w
TN 37T 071N W T30 UM 13 NN

07 .INIYY) Ngwna ayuai 2007 7719831 7-1
oym \0WTn nvidy Yng muyNpgl o xgal
ANNINaY "INy TV 19 9010 8737 1132010
A0 1107 017 0, 1IN

-

97T 119N 0'RIP0 NNawnd 11 X1 TImn
1193 NN TIYNANAT TITATAT 197Y 2004 X1
1T1WI .07 N1 XL angenn Yy 1
M 017 T'WINT 911 19340 31Y IRT 07T
O3 IINT IMINN TIN RNT N TIMI .O0yNan
WNY 00 91791 P71 3 MY 100 98 Man
.0Ma71m1 v ey

1713V 3I8 01070 11139 13997 1IN0 0Un
O'WIN IU1 TAMNWAY 11871017172 0NN
mi7 MyYx NN NNPI7 TImmnI vy 01930
TIRT AWE 10 A7IY7 .0T13Y 17 INNTT 07910
AN 0'P17" 0'7A11 1Ay ANXIY3 oug 733
TIYTNAT X1AY 13wn '3 ,M317 17'1nn
MYRY TAMI 173 ,0T13unn 1w Iy or
N1 U 731 0mN WA NI Il anTom
ANT 1M1 730Y3 01 W19W TIIR NN




The organization ARDC [African Refugee’s
Development Center] opened in the last
year few shelters for giving basic housing
solution for hundreds of refugees that arrive
every week.

A volunteer who works with the organization
says: “Because of the big wave of asylum
seekers that arrived during the last year
and the ignorance of the government of the
situation, sometimes there is not enough
place for everybody and people are forced
to sleep for many nigths outside in the
street”.
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Asida, the name of a variety of similar
dishes, but basically a kind of semolina
porridge, is rooted in the culinary traditions
of Muslim Andalusia. It was as ubiquitous
in the medieval Maghrib and Islamic Spain
as French fries are today. One of the earliest
written recipes for it can be found in an
anonymous thirteenth-century  Hispano-
Muslim cookbook. In the thirteenth century
‘asidawas also aporridge-athick broth stirred
into wheat flour, perhaps with butter and
honey--usually made for religious holidays,
such as Mawlid al-Nabi, the birthday festival
of the Prophet Muhammad, or ceremonies
such as the ‘agiqa, the traditional hair cutting
of the newborn seven days after birth. It was
also fed to women in labor. ‘Asida was known
in the Rif, the mountainous region along the
Mediterranean coast of Morocco, during the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, where
flour made from lightly grilled barley was
used. The famous Arab explorer Hasan al-
Wazan, who was known as Leo Africanus
(c. 1465-1550) in the West, who journeyed
into Africa, gives a recipe: Boil water in a
large pot, add the barley flour, stirring with
a stick. Pour the gruel into a plate and in
the center make a small s hallow where one
puts the argan seed oil. The argan seed oil
he mentions is extracted from the argan tree
( Argania sideroxylon Roem. et Schult.), a
kind of evergreen, the word coming from
the Arabic arjan, where an oil is extracted
from the seed, and is still used today in
Moroccan cooking.
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Me and my friends are eating Asida, a typical
Darfurian dish. This food makes me happy
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Among the families released was Mohamed’s family who came from
Darfur. All were imprisoned in Israeli jails after they had crossed the
border into Israel. They suffered a great deal in prison. Mohamed’s
wife is pregnant, and she was exhausted, they have two daughters.
They left the prison at 12 noon and traveled on 3 busses in order to
get to Tel Aviv. They arrived at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. They will
be staying with Mohamed’s brother who came to collect them.




N117 0'WIN 1ITA1, 0891, PIN1 ' Tau 1133 01 17013
L1710 113 MY MIINN 017 0'WIN 107N .070N0)
TR UNTTT YNInwag 7' 1171107 . T101 IN89] 1710, INTY°

011 Mg 0INT




i

e =—
e
—— =

Par

During the course we built a studio, outside, in
the park and we invited people to come and be
photographed.

We photographed many people from all different
countries: Turkey, Israel, Sudan, Nepal and many
more. We learned how to use the flash and how to
photograph portraits.
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